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Mid-Summer Wine Tasting

The grandparents and family of two year old
Corwin organised a fun fundraising evening
for us at the prestigious hotel Stapleford
Park, Leicestershire.

The event raised over £5,000 from a group
of only 80 people attending! How did they do
it?

« They secured an attractive venue.

= They persuaded high quality wine merchants
to donate free.

« Food was served throughout and this was
also donated free of charge.

= The raffle was small but the prizes were of
good quality and attractive.

e The evening was conducted in a light
hearted and fun way.

= Above all it was planned well in advance.

It is hard work but the rewards can be so
satisfying.

Go on, have a go!

Frightfully Fun Fundraising!

The wacky ideas sometimes attract the most sponsorship. Whether you sit
in a bath of baked beans, lock up your boss for the day, or put on an
escape from work day, if you put your mind to it the list is endless.

Kim, Dawn and Sarah did just that and came up with spending a night
alone in a haunted hotel in Dudley and raised cver £500 for LHM.

If you look, you will find haunted houses,
castles and pubs all over the place, and the
local press love to give publicity to these types
of events.

This is a really simple idea, so what do you
have to do?

< Find a venue - the spookier the better.
= Rope in some friends.

= Tell the press.

= Get sponsored.

= Get your kit organised

« Take some scary tablets!

So get thinking and have fun...
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Talk to your boss at work....

Companies are becoming increasingly aware
of the tireless voluntary work that their
employees do to help good causes. They are

therefore introducing initiatives to support these
good causes such as matched funding which means
they may match your fundraising amount and
therefore double the amount you give to charity!

A GREAT WAY TO
FUNDRAISING TOTAL
ADDITIONAL WORK!

INCREASE YOUR
WITHOUT  ANY

They may also have other initiatives such
as payroll giving, charity of the
year/month, etc.

No Presents Please...

Sian gave up her presents for her 5th
birthday because she wanted to help

other families who “have a child who has
had their heart fixed the same as me”.

This raised a wonderful £95! Two days
later mum, dad, Sian and little sister
Casey celebrated their first family
holiday to Disneyland, Paris - judging by
the picture, Sian gave the holiday a big
thumbs up!

The family are from Surrey and mum
said “We know that none of this would
have been possible without the excellent
care she received at the Royal Brompton
Hospital in October last year and the
support of Little Hearts Matter - thank
you.”



Reach For the Skies...

Mark Banyard from Reading bravely took
to the skies and did a static line
parachute jump from 3,500 feet,
raising £2,115. He is pictured here
collecting his parachute afterwards!

Mark said “My daughter Cora was born
on 3rd March 2006 with Double Inlet
Ventricle, VSD, ASD and TGA. She had
a septostomy at one day old at the John
Radcliffe. Then at six weeks old she had

L open-heart surgery to perform a PA

banding and a septecotomy. We are
currently on the waiting list at GOSH
for her Glenn. The help, support and
information we have received from LHM
has been invaluable and 1 wanted to be
able to do something to raise much-
needed funds”.

Many parents, friends and relatives have
jumped for LHM in the past, so don't be
shy, give it a try!

How The Manley Family Helped

Little Danni Manley may only have half a heart
but it doesn"t stop the Wednesfield youngster
having plenty of courage.

Having undergone three operations before her
4th birthday her mum Kim says she will have a

go at everything - she is a real battler.

Dad Alan along with mum and daughter Jamie
took part in the Annual LHM Shugborough Hall
run to raise funds which enable us to
continue our vital work for all our families.
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TIPS

For Sponsorship

Aim high - set a target, and tell people how much you are aiming to raise.

. Be proud of what you are doing - you are not asking for money for yourself, but to help
children and families faced with the diagnosis of single ventricle heart conditions. Ask
the office for leaflets about the charity to give away to sponsors.

Ask everybody you know - at work, at school, friends, family - and ask them to ask
their contacts.

‘ Start early - always carry a sponsorship form with you.

Create your own online fundraising page at www. justgiving.com

. Start high - try to include a high donation as the first pledge on each form, as this
should encourage other people to donate at a higher level.

Try to collect donations rather than promises.

@ Ask for an amount per kilometre rather than per mile!

Don't forget about Gift Aid - we need sponsors to put in their full name and home
address including postcode, and tick the gift aid box on the form to help increase the
value of your sponsorship with no extra cost to you or them.

. Organise a sweepstake to increase your fundraising possibilities, for example, if you
are participating in a run, organise a sweepstake in your office just before the event,
with a small prize (or half the takings) for the person who is nearest to your race time.

Ask your employer about matched funding. Some companies will offer to match any
amount you succeed in raising, which could double your total.

. Make sure under 16s are supervised by an adult when collecting sponsorship money.

For Events

Talk to us about your plans.

‘ Check the date - make sure that nothing else is happening locally (or even nationally
like a major sporting event) that day. Consider piggy backing another local event if
appropriate.

Location - choose somewhere suitable and try to get it for free. Make sure your
agreement is confirmed in writing, and the venue is suitable for your event and easily
accessible (eg size, disabled access, catering, toilets). Check whether you need any
special equipment.

. Get a good idea or theme, and think about who you are trying to attract. Consider
minimum and maximum numbers of guests.

Break down the event planning into manageable actions. Develop a timetable working
back from the event date. Get people involved in helping you and spreading the word.
Make sure everybody knows what is expected of them.

. Be realistic - it might be better to start with a few smaller events which work well,
rather than one large event, where costs will need to be carefully managed.

Have a contingency plan - for example for bad weather.

. Stick with your plan - you may find some difficult moments along the way, but please
don't let yourself be put off, as we really value your efforts. Phone the office or ask
to speak to other fundraisers.

Keep it safe and legal - you are responsible for your event. You may need to check with
your local council or the police; you may need to consider first aid cover, insurance or
an entertainment licence. Check fire regulations for maximum numbers the venue can
hold.

The Money

. Aim high - set yourself a target and tell people your hopes.
Think about all your potential costs and how much you might raise.

. Do you need to pay anything in advance eg deposit for venue? Try to make this as late
as possible. Check whether there are any cancellation charges.

Approach companies where you have a contact to see whether they can offer
anything to help with your event. Get as much as you can for free (including people’s
time). Offer publicity during the event in exchange for a company's support.

. I you need a float, organise it in advance, and make sure you have plenty of change if
relevant. Don't forget to have a receipt book and plenty of plastic money bags and
paying in slips, if relevant.

Make somebody responsible for collecting and banking money, and keep the money
safe at all times.

. Ask your employer about matched funding. Some companies will offer to match any
amount you succeed in raising, which could double your total.

Hold a raffle or auction at your event, or ask people to bring along cakes or books
which can be sold to add to your fundraising activity. Contact the office for give-
aways and raffle prizes.

. Sell LHM merchandise - ask the office for an order form.



Publicity

Let people know about your event.

Publicise the event with the local press. Develop a press release before the event
and send it to local press. After a couple of days, follow up with a phone call. Try to
arrange a pre-event photo opportunity, as well as inviting the press on the day.
Please ask the office for any assistance you would like with publicity.

Include LHM's charity number in your publicity material. State that all proceeds will
go to Little Hearts Matter. IT you would like a blank poster, please contact the
office.

Put up posters wherever you can in the local area eg schools, work, doctors’
surgeries, libraries.

Ask us for electronic versions of documentation and the charity logo (together with
guidelines for its use) if you want to develop your own materials.

What Next

. Thank everybody who helped make it a success.

Let us know about your experiences and suggestions for the future.

. Plan your next event!

Thank you for your support.
It is so much appreciat
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